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BIRD MINDING WE EASIER AND 
Cm BY XMPROVED METEODS 

At this season of the year migratory flocks of 

bobolinks (ricebirds), which are protected throughout the year by the Federal 

migratory-bird treaty sot .a~& which may be killed only under special permit 

of the Secretary of Agriculture, begin to take their anplual toll from ripening 

Crops’ of rice, milo, Ind CO~Z-I. Flocks of blackbirds are also active on the 

aems crops. Though this sort of damage may be*coasiderad local. in character, 

depending largely on the presence of near-by mar&es or Z&es that attract the 

birds, it frequently may result in serious injury to standing grain. In the 

feW remaining ricefields on the South Atlantic Co&et, bobolinks still are de- 

rtructive to this grain in the “milk” and sdough” stages; on the Q,,alf Oosst of 

h&Ui8iaZM and Texas red-winged blackbirds are a menaca on the southern border- 

lin% of the rice area, and in the ricefields of the Sacramento Valley and the 

nrila fieltS8 of the Imperial Valley of California, these birds must be combated .- 

mtily at a considerabls Wpense to the farmer. 

During f&e past year the BioLogical Survey of the Unfted State8 DepWt- 

kt of Agriculture has experimented with the ‘&e of @n&l-bore rifles in ply 

09 shotguns as a bird-frightening measure in large grainfields< Though this 

IW&od-ie by no means a new or& in the West, its utility hm not bben previcmdy 

dmOAfGr&3d in the ricefields of the South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts. 

By using “long rifle0 cartridges in a .ZZ? oafiber rifle in place of the 

&Qtg~n it hae been found that tbe ammunition cost of WTU minding can be re- 

dx#~U to about one-fifth. The. longer rarge of the rifle permits individual bird 

timrs to patrol correupondingly larger areas , ~&wing labor costs to. about 


